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Paris, the only ‘Global City’  
in the post-Brexit EU

Paris Region is on a par 
with Greater London
  The Largest Economic Region in 
Europe, with 5% of the EU28 GDP.

    Access to a market of 500 million 
European consumers.

   Paris Region is No.1 in Europe and 
No.3 worldwide for hosting the world’s 
Top 500 corporate headquarters.

Paris,  
at the heart of Europe
  2 hours from London, 3 hours from 
Berlin and 1.5 hours from Brussels.

  3 international airports: 101.5 million 
passengers in 2017.

  Strategic geographical position at 
the very heart of Europe: 200 million 
people live within 48 hours of Paris by 
road.

An International Region
  1.6 million foreigners. 

   Europe’s No.2 region for major foreign 
companies:

-  15,100 foreign companies;
-  90 countries;
-  1 out of 6 jobs.

  111,678 foreign students in higher 
education.

  4,740 foreign researchers in Paris Region.
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Paris, the Largest Financial Centre  
in the post-Brexit EU

1st business centre in 
Europe i.e. presence of 
the clients of financial 
institutions & the 
talents
27 French companies rank among the 
500 World Leaders in their respective 
industries (vs. London 19).

Corporate world active on financial 
markets.

Vibrant capital 
markets 
Stock markets: Euronext, pan-
European stock exchange, the EU 
stock market leader; 

Bond markets: the largest European 
corporate bond market, with 49% of 
market share;

Derivative markets: European leader 
for equity, interest rate and forex  
derivatives, well ahead of Frankfurt;

Government securities: the French 
Government securities market, one of 
the deepest, liquid and secured euro-
denominated  sovereign market.

5 French banks in the 
EU27 top 10

The largest asset 
management pool in 
the EU27
630 asset management companies 
incl. 4 asset managers in the global 
top 25.

EUR 4,000 bn assets under 
management.

3 French global custodians  
in the global top 20.

N°1 insurance market 
in the EU
Highly competive market, with 
a significant number of foreign 
operators.

First Insurtech city in the EU27.

Best gateway in the EU to develop 
insurance businesses in Africa.

A leading private 
equity industry
No 1 in Europe by capital invested 
and number of companies funded;

Involved at all stages of the business 
life cycle (creation, development, buy-
out) and in all business sectors.

A regulation 
recognized worldwide
Paris is home to ESMA and EBA.

Regular dialogue between 
professionals and regulators (AMF + 
ACPR).

A balanced regulatory environment 
to accompany new developments 
in crowdfunding, blockchain and 
cryptocurrencies.



Paris, the European Leader  
in High-Tech and Green Finance
European capital  
of start-up companies
  The French Tech Initiative supports the 
emergence of French start up companies.

  Paris Region is No 1 innovation hub in 
Europe with the highest R&D spending 
and the largest pool of R&D workers:
-  112,000 researchers incl. 4,760 foreign 

reseachers;
-   7,682 patents filed;
-   31 Nobel Prizes, 11 Fields Medals and 4 Abel 

Prizes.

  9 competitiveness clusters in the Paris 
Region. 

  Presence of large incubators:  
Sation F, Le Swave, le Cargo.

  Dedicated educational facilities:  
Ecole 42, Le Wagon.

  Efficient tax incentives:  
Research Tax Credit.

750 Fintech in France
  Particularly active in payment, Insurtech, 
real estate, cyber security, regtech, bank, 
asset management, big data, green and 
sustainable finance.  

  Commitment of French regulators:
-   Divisions dedicated 

to FinTech, Innovation and Competitiveness 
to deliver authorisations. 

  Easy access to financing for Fintechs:
-   Fintech investment programmes located 

within all major banks, insurance as well as 
coprorate companies.

-   Public financing support.

  The Louis Bachelier Institute (ILB) 
promotes French research and fosters the 
spreading of knowledge.

  FINANCE INNOVATION contributes to the 
creation and development of innovative 
projects.
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TOP 5 COUNTRIES ISSUERS OF GREEN,
SOCIAL AND SUSTAINABILITY BONDS

ON 1ST JUNE 2017 IN BILLION OF US DOLLARS

  France is world leader, on a par with China, 
for green bond issues.

  A long-established, unique and virtuous 
public-private dialogue on sustainability 
issues.

  Finance for Tomorrow, a new initiative 
by Paris EUROPLACE, promotes green 
and sustainable finance in France and 
internationally.

A leading Green and Sustainable Finance Centre



Paris, the most Business-Friendly  
Location in the post-Brexit EU

A new favourable legal  
and fiscal environment
2016-2017 measures implemented by the 
French Government to improve the Paris 
Financial Centre’s attractiveness:

- Labour rules reforms
- Fiscal reforms:

-  Reduction of the corporate tax rate
-  New enhanced impatriate regime
-  Withdrawal of wealth tax

-  Legal reforms
-  Environment and infrastructures

New reforms announced by PM Philippe on 
22 Jan. 2018
PACTE draft law (action plan on the growth 
and transformation of companies in France).

An attractive legal 
marketplace 
3,000 French and international lawyers
A leader for international arbitration 
Creation in March 2018 of the International 
Chamber of the Paris Court of Appeal

-  The parties may choose the language of the 
procedure.

International Chamber of the Paris 
Commercial Court

World class 
infrastructures
A most efficient public transport system 

-  No.1 high-speed rail network in Europe 
-  No.1 European hub for intercontinental 

connectivity
Grand Paris Express project: the largest 
urban development project in Europe 
providing a new transport network
Paris Region will be the European region with 
the largest optical fibre coverage by 2020

New educational 
facilities
3 new international schools in the context of 
Brexit

Quality & affordable 
office space 
The Paris Region, with a total stock of 53 
million sqm of offices, is the 3rd largest office 
market in the world after Tokyo and New-
York
Various flexible and adapted real estate 
solutions, from co-working to buying 
premises, to business centres or commercial 
rentals
Very competitive on real estate business 
costs

-   Paris is twice as cheap as London in 
occupancy cost

A deep talent pool
Excellent education infrastructures

-  Quality training in financial mathematics and 
engineering

-   Masters in Management: 3 French schools 
in the World Top 5: HEC Paris (No 2), Essec 
Business School (No 3), ESCP Europe (No 4).

-   Top 5 Masters in Finance are French - 2018 
FT ranking

Abundant, highly-educated and skilled 
workforce

-   34.9% of the adult population in Paris Region 
holds at least a bachelor’s degree

-   800,000 direct jobs in financial services
Privileged relationship between companies 
and schools

-   Research programmes & academic chairs

Choose Paris Region: A one-stop shop for simplifying procedures for foreign investors
www.chooseparisregion.fr - contact@chooseparisregion.fr
  Provides information on France’s vibrant ecosystems, deep talent pools as well as on its regulatory, 
tax and employment law framework.
  Gives an overview of educational provision and advantages open to economic migrants.
  Streamlines the procedures to set up a business.
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Pa r i s  � n a n c i a l  s e r v i ce  c l u s te r s

by Paris Europlace

FINANCE INNOVATION is the 
French Finance cluster promoted 
by Paris EUROPLACE. It supports 
innovative entrepreneurial 
projects, accompanies SMEs 
funding and contributes to the 
development of  innovation in 
the financial industry.

www.finance-innovation.org

Institut Louis Bachelier (ILB) is a 
Research Center and international 
network that aims to support, promote 
and disseminate French Research and 
training in Finance.

www.institutlouisbachelier.org

The European Institute of Financial 
Regulation (EIFR) is the place for 
dialogue and exchange between 
European regulators and market 
professionals.

www.eifr.eu

Finance for Tomorrow is an 
initiative led by Paris EUROPLACE 
and the actors of the Paris Financial 
Center to promote green and 
sustainable finance in France  
and internationally.

www.financefortomorrow.com

Emergence is the Paris financial marketplace’s first 
dedicated fund, providing seed money to young and 
innovative French asset management companies.

www.emergence-incubation.com


