
  
 

 

 

Press release – 14 June 2017 

Ségolène ROYAL supports the Paris Financial Center as capital of 

green finance  

 

 

Ségolène ROYAL, who was Minister for the Environment, Energy and the Sea, in charge of 

international relations on climate and COP21 President, brings her support to the action of the Paris 

Financial Center in the field of green and sustainable finance at French and international level. 

 

The Paris Financial Center players were among the first in the world to commit to the fight against 

climate change and the development of sustainable finance. The Paris Financial Center benefits, in 

these areas, from major assets, with a comprehensive ecosystem and a cutting-edge expertise, 

recognized at international level and again highlighted at the COP21 and at the occasion of the 1st 

Climate Finance Day organized in May 2015, at UNCESCO, with the Caisse des dépôts and the European 

Investment Bank. 

 
The Paris Agreement, at the occasion of the COP21 which took place at the end of 2015 and was 
chaired by Mrs Ségolène ROYAL, was a historical step in the action of the financial sector, at world 
level, in favour of the fight against global warming, with the acceleration of investments in projects 
in environmental and sustainable finance and the reorientation of financial flows to make them 
compatible with the objective of limiting global warming to +2°C. 
 
For France, the first reforms carried out by the Minister allowed to emphasize the approach of the 
Paris Financial Center. In particular, let us mention: 
 

- the law on energy transition, put forward by Ségolène Royal, which requires in its article 173 
that investors take into account their exposure to climate risk and sets out reporting 
obligations; 

- the introduction of a governmental TEEC (Transition Énergétique et Écologique pour le Climat 
) label which ensures the channelling of investments towards the financing of the energy and 
environmental transition; 

- the issuance by France, at the beginning of 2017, of the largest green sovereign bond, thus 
leading to reinforcing the position of Paris as the 2nd center in the world and the 1st center in 
Europe for the issuance of green bonds. 

 
The commitment of Ségolène Royal is twofold: she intends on the one hand to contribute to 
intensifying the involvement of financial players, at international level, to these objectives of fighting 
against global warming and of developing of sustainable finance, on the other hand to consolidate the 
position of the Paris Financial Center as capital of green finance.  



  
 

Paris EUROPLACE requested Ségolène Royal’s support to implement three priority actions: 

- Contribute to expand the Paris Financial Center’s “Green & Sustainable Finance Initiative”, 
by deepening reflections on its objectives, at French and international level, by proposing new 
action modalities – beyond the workstreams already initiated – and by recruiting new 
members, French and international, to contribute to the financing of the initiative and its 
projects; 

- To promote the Paris Financial Center’s “Green & Sustainable Finance Initiative” and more 
generally the French expertise in green finance, by participating and enlarging the promotional 
actions of Paris EUROPLACE in this field, at French and international level, through roadshows 
and/or bilateral contacts with the global leaders; 

- Develop discussions with international organisations which are involved in environmental 
and sustainable finance as well as with new proponent countries, in particular China and India, 
in order to promote the points of view of the Paris Financial Center on the elaboration of 
international standards, share experiences and good practices and propose investment 
initiatives. 
 

Ségolène ROYAL stated: “Intensifying the fight against global warming is a major issue, largely shared 

today by both governments and industrial players. The withdrawal of the US from the Paris Agreement 

is, from this point of view, very bad news; however, it led to an acceleration of the involvement of 

Europeans and large developing countries, in particular China and India. In this context, I wish to 

support Paris EUROPLACE to increase the contribution of the financial industry to these issues and to 

promote the position of the Paris Financial Center as the global leader in the field of green and 

sustainable finance.” 

 

Gérard MESTRALLET stated: “I welcome Ségolène ROYAL’s decision to put her experience to the profit 
of the promotion of the “Paris Green & Sustainable Finance initiative”. Her support will be key to 
consolidate the position of the Paris Financial Center as capital of green finance at international level 
and to provide players in the energy transition the appropriate means of financing. Her involvement is 
all the more essential as it occurs in a new global context, marked not only by the withdrawal of the 
United States from the Paris Agreement but also by the increasing involvement of Europe and new 
proponent countries – China and India – in favour of sustainable finance and the fight against global 
warming.” 
 
 

 

About Paris EUROPLACE:  

Paris EUROPLACE is the organisation in charge of developing and promoting the Paris Financial 

Marketplace and the French financial industry internationally. It brings together all financial industry 

stakeholders; its 400+ members include issuers, investors, banks and financial intermediaries, insurance 

companies, attorneys and accountants, consulting firms, etc. The association is chaired by Gérard 

Mestrallet, Chairman of the Board of ENGIE. 

 

www.paris-europlace.com 

LinkedIn: Paris EUROPLACE 

Twitter: @europlace 

http://www.paris-europlace.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/paris-europlace
https://twitter.com/europlace
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